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to hope that Lord Whitworth will 
See tbe dangers, v(fhich wifl ner es- 
sarHy arise fro;ii this ill-jii'jged 
and insiilfin? measure, and wltii a 
timely and ev«?n hand avert them, 
Slid impartially aftord security to 
the coniniuuitv. K. 



HtJOlBTION! OF THE CATHOLIC PREIATE). 

The Catholic Bishops met in Synod, at 
Maynooth, on the 2Sth inrfant. They 
continued in conference until the 27th, 
■when the following Resoliitions werfr 
unanin\ous!y agreed to : 

ResolveHl, That a Congratulatory Let- 
ter be addressed to his Holiness Pius VII. 
oii his happy liberation from captivity. 

Resolved, That havinji taken into our 
matiu-e consideration the late Rescript of 
the Vice-Prefect of the Propaoanda, 
we are fully convinced that it it not 

Resolved, That we do now open a com- 
munication with the HoLv See on the 
subject of this document; and that, for 
this purpose, two Kijelates be forth- 
with deputed to jjonvey our unanimous 
aud_i,yc!i-known sentiments to the Chief 
Pastor, from whose Wisdom, Zeal, and 
tried magnanimity, we have reason 
to espect such decision as will give gene- 
ral satisfaction. 

kefolved. That the two last resolutions 
be rtspecifully communicated to the Rt. 
Hon the Earl of Donoughmore, and to 
the Rt. Hon Henrv Grattan, with an 
earnest entreaty, that vyhen the Question 
cf Catholic Emancipation shall be discuss- 
ed in Parliament, they will eieft their 
powerful talents in excluding from the 
bill, intended for our relief, those clauses 
which we have already deprecated as se- 
verely penal to us, and highly iojutiout 
to our Religion. 



A BRIEF JT^TEMENT OF KFASON< JN 
SpPPORT OF THE PETITION AGAINST 
•THE PROCEEDINGS .AND PROCESSIONS 
pi ORANGEMEN i FORWARDED TO MEM- 
BERS OF BOTH H0D6ES OF PARLIA- 
MElfT, PREVIOUSLy TO THE EXPECT- 
ED DISCUSSION. 

A clear and correct account of the com- 
mencement of the Orange system, which 
after having existed under the more home- 
ly appeUatioft of PeeD-o'-day-boys, at. 



snmed a body and shape in the year 1795, 
will be fouad in the subjoined speech of 
Lord Gwsforti to the Magistrates of the 
County of Armajjh, on the 2Sth of Dec. 
in that year.* rhis declaration of Lord 
Gosford is in itself a body of evidence, 
ne.irly contemporary with the formation 
of the system, and iiSords an illustration 
of the views on which the society wa« 
primarily formed. 

Besides the irritating consequencei; 
arising from the periodical processiout 
and monthly meetings of this society, th? 
hurtft'l elfects it produces op the -eijual 
administration of justice are clearly appa- 
rent in the riots which, in cousequeace, 
take plitct;. Ii> these Orangemen are of- 
ten the first aggressors ; in other iost^ncet 
those of the other party may be the as- 
sailants. But in both cases, the public 
display i» the original cause of the riots, 
and produces the disturbances, although 
the first assault may sitmietimes be made 
one iidc and sometimes on the other. 

There is a.general leitniu|; on the part 
of many magistrates, a considerable num- 
ber of whom are themselves Orangemen. 
They may not directly refuse redress to 
Catholics, but eutrenched uijdtr ihe forms 
of h»w, they more strictly examine on one 
side, and avail themselves niore readily 
of excuses for not acting ; while in the 
case of Orangemen, they act more 
promptly, aud with that energy which 
inclination adds to the performance of 
oflBicial duty. This manner t>f acting, re- 
luctantly a« towards one party, and cor. 
dially as towards the other, .amounts, in 
many instances, to an absolute denial of 
justice, and introduces a system of par. 
tial administration of the laws. One par- 
ty is protected, and emboldened in the 
commission of crimes, while the other 
discouraged, have, in some cases, had re- 
course to take redj'est into tbpir own 
hands, and as might be expected, have 
acted in an unjustifiable manner. 

The bias on a jurtir, who has taken the 
oath of an Orangeman, is also very great. 
The oath, which binds him to the inter- 
ests oif a secret society, aud to the pro- 
tection of his feUow-meinbers, may olten 
strongly militate against his o3ti\ as ^ juror. 
Instances have occurred in which Orange* 
men acting as jurors, have brought in 
verdicts contrary to the clearest evidence. 

* See this important document, Belfast 
Monthly JMagaziiie, Ko< 66, V6luroe 12, 
Pt^e 55- 



